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Today I rise to honor a great man 

who did those things and changed life 
on the Minnesota prairie for thousands 
of people who maybe never even heard 
his name. Today I want to pay tribute 
to the life and legacy of Earl B. Olson, 
an innovator for Minnesota agri-
culture, a leader in the Nation’s turkey 
industry, and a man of great faith. 

There is a passage in the Book of Isa-
iah that truly captures his life. In the 
midst of difficult times for Israel, it 
talks about a future day of blessing 
when God will: 
. . . bestow on them a crown of beauty in-
stead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of 
a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks 
of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for 
the display of his splendor. 

If ever there was an ‘‘oak of right-
eousness,’’ it was Earl Olson, who 
brought beauty, gladness, and praise to 
the hearts of many. 

Earl Olson founded the Jennie-O Tur-
key Store in 1949. At that time, the 
Minnesota turkey industry was a tiny 
fraction of what it is today. Currently, 
Jennie-O is the largest turkey com-
pany in the United States, with Min-
nesota leading the Nation in turkey 
production. 

Born on May 8, 1915, Earl was the son 
of Swedish immigrants. He grew up on 
a farm outside of Murdock, MN, and at-
tended the West Central School of Ag-
riculture in Morris, MN, graduating in 
1932. 

Earl’s first job, at the age of 17, was 
at the Murdock Cooperative Creamery. 
Within 1 year, he became the manager 
of Swift Falls Creamery. 

As the story has been told, one day a 
woman came into the Swift Falls 
Creamery to purchase some ice. As 
Earl was chopping away at a small 
block of ice, another employee spilled 
100 gallons of scalding hot water on 
him, burning much of his body and 
sending him to the hospital. Fortu-
nately, the company had health insur-
ance and Earl was compensated with 
$1,000. With this money, Earl began his 
empire by purchasing 300 turkeys. 
After earning a dollar for each turkey, 
Earl soon began purchasing more. Fif-
teen years later, Earl found himself 
selling a half million turkeys annually. 
By 1970, Jennie-O turkeys were being 
sold across the entire Nation. Earl B. 
Olson saw the impossible as an oppor-
tunity; he turned a tragedy into a suc-
cess. 

Faith was always a central part in 
the life of Earl Olson. When Earl was 
young, he and his family were founding 
members of the Bethesda Lutheran 
Church. Earl was later a member of 
Vinje Lutheran Church and helped lead 
the church’s efforts in building a new 
facility. Throughout his life, his gen-
erosity helped countless troubled 
youth and prison inmates find their 
path to a better life. He always found 
time and resources to help people in 
their time of need. 

Earl undertook many leading roles in 
the turkey industry. He served as the 

president of the Minnesota Turkey 
Growers Association, director of the 
National Turkey Federation, and direc-
tor of the National Poultry and Egg 
Association. 

This past spring, I was privileged to 
have lunch with Earl. Even at the age 
of 90, I found him sharp and forward- 
looking. We had an engaging conversa-
tion about the future of the Minnesota 
turkey industry and the health of the 
Minnesota agricultural economy. It 
was an inspiration to still see the pas-
sion in his heart. 

Today, Jennie-O Turkey employs 
nearly 7,000 people and creates more 
than 1,500 products. Minnesota has 
been truly blessed to have a visionary 
leader like Earl B. Olson live in Min-
nesota and work to make our State a 
better place. 

America has many assets: abundant 
natural resources, good systems of 
health and education, and a great 
democratic tradition of the rule of law. 
We can never forget though, that part 
of our greatness comes from the ‘‘oaks 
of righteousness’’ among us. I am 
thankful to have known one: Earl B. 
Olson, who helped make Minnesota 
great. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IN MEMORY OF DEANNE STONE 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, 
today I speak to the memory of Deanne 
Stone of Framingham, MA, a dear 
friend of mine who passed away on 
Sunday, February 4, at the age of 67. I 
am deeply saddened by Deanne’s death 
and will keep her friends and family in 
my thoughts and prayers during this 
difficult time. 

Those of us who were lucky enough 
to know Deanne could not help but be 
touched by her kind and generous spir-
it. Throughout the town of Fra-
mingham, where she lived for 46 years 
after marrying her husband Harvey, 
she was known for being willing to help 
anyone who asked. Mr. Stone recently 
told the Boston Globe that one young 
man recently approached him to tell 
him that whenever he needed help with 
a school project, he knew that Mrs. 
Stone would be the best person to 
whom to go. 

In addition to always being willing to 
help her friends and neighbors, Deanne 
was also involved with many philan-
thropic efforts. Deeply inspired by her 
Jewish faith, Deanne believed in the 
power of individuals to make a dif-
ference through community service. To 
this end, she worked for numerous 
charitable organizations, developing a 
reputation as a dedicated and pro-
digious fundraiser. Throughout her ca-
reer, Deanne worked for both the Com-
bined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater 
Boston and B’nai B’rith International, 
for which she served as regional direc-
tor for New England. 

Deanne was also deeply involved with 
various educational organizations. She 

worked with both the Maimonides Jew-
ish Day School in Brookline, MA, and 
the Weizmann Institute of Science in 
Israel. She also worked with the Foun-
dation for Children’s Books, a Boston- 
based organization dedicated to pro-
moting literacy among young children 
in the hope of instilling in them a love 
of reading and learning. Deanne was in-
spired to get involved with this organi-
zation while visiting schools in 
Roxbury, MA. Deanne would interact 
with the students, be amazed at how 
intelligent they all were, and wondered 
why many of them were not succeeding 
in the classroom. She believed that if 
these young people could be taught to 
love reading at the earliest age pos-
sible, they might gain a sense of dis-
covery that would inspire them to 
achieve academically. 

Such a dedication toward education 
is not surprising, coming from someone 
who was as dedicated a student as 
Deanne. While attending Weaver High 
School in Hartford, CT, where she was 
born and raised, Deanne was involved 
in numerous extracurricular activities, 
including a stint as editor of the high 
school’s newspaper. Even with so much 
on her plate, she was still valedictorian 
of her high school class in 1957. Five 
years later, she graduated from the 
prestigious Brandeis University. 

Mr. President, when looking back at 
the life of a person as warm and altru-
istic as Deanne Stone, who affected so 
many people in such a positive way, it 
is excruciatingly difficult to find the 
words to sum it up, while also doing 
Deanne justice. Be that as it may, I be-
lieve Deanne’s sister, Barbara Gordon, 
another dear friend of mine, put it best 
when she wrote in a letter that was 
read aloud at Deanne’s funeral that 
‘‘The world will be emptier without my 
sister Deanne, but the world is a better 
place for her having been in it for 67 
years!’’ I couldn’t have put it better 
myself.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:02 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 556. An act to ensure national secu-
rity while promoting foreign investment and 
the creation and maintenance of jobs, to re-
form the process by which such investments 
are examined for any effect they may have 
on national security, to establish the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 52. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of American 
Heart Month. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 12:12 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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